
Workers of st ate-owned 
Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Comp any

to form Independent Labour
Organisation

January 21st 2008: The workers of state-owned
Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company have issued a
statement detailing their on-going struggle and
resolution to form their own independent labour
organisation.  
Continued on page:4
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Authorities turn a 
Blind Eye to Salehi's 
Deteriorating Health

Mahmoud Salehi, the founding member of the
Committee of the Trade Association of Bakery
Workers, Saqez - Kurdistan, and founding member
and spokesperson of The Coordinating Committee
to Form Workers Organisations is still being held in
prison despite a serious deterioration in his health. 
Continued on page:2
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Continued from page one:

Declining Health

Due to Salehi's waning health he has been transferred
to the Tohid hospital to receive urgent medical atten-
tion several times in the last month. The Committee in
Defence of Mahmoud Salehi (CDMS) reported that on
January 10, 2008 Salehi was taken to Tohid hospital
where we were diagnosed with a blocked blood vessel
in his heart. Despite the tending doctors recommenda-
tion that he be kept under medical supervision for at
least a week the prison authorities sent Salehi back to
his prison cell denying him even the right to stay in the
prisons medical unit. During his short stay at the hos-
pital Salehi's leg was cuffed to the bed and a prison
guard attempted to assault his wife (Najibeh
Salehzadeh), who after protesting her treatment was
threatened with arrest.
Salehi was again taken to hospital on January 17, 2008
(CDMS) with suspected kidney failure and signs of a
heart attack. He was held in the emergency department
until being transferred to the CCU department later in
the afternoon. Two days after being bought in Salehi's
doctor stated that his condition was stable. On January
20, 2008 Salehi was relocated to the cardiovascular
unit where he was kept under tight security.  

A number of physicians have reported that Salehi's
only kidney function has taken a serious dive which
has resulted in asthma, hearth problems, fluctuating
blood pressure, dizziness, vessel clogging and the
clogging of the hearth's vessel, extreme weakness and
fatigue, kidney inflammation, and other dangerous
side-effects. It is therefore no surprise that they have
concluded he requires immediate treatment and should
remain in hospital. 

They want to 'Kill Me

According to a report on Roozonline in a prison visit
with his wife Salehi told her he feared for his life. He
claimed "there is a plot to kill me in hospital". 
The report added that the public prosecutor of
Kurdistan had agreed to release Salehi should a med-
ical expert consider it the right course of action.
Following a medical examination Salehi was denied 

early release from prison on the ground of poor health.
In a letter to the public prosecutor's office, the medical
expert is quoted as saying, "Even though the prisoners
[one] kidney is working at 10% of its full capacity and
he is suffering from a heart disorder, this does not war-
rant sufficient grounds to waive his prison term".  

Meeting with Wife 
& Solicitor 

On February 7, 2008 Salehi's wife, Najibeh
Salehzadeh and solicitor, Mohammad Sharif managed
to visit him after initially being denied access. It was
only after Sharif pressed Sanandaj's public prosecu-
tor, Mr Amjadi did they drop their resistance.  

Following the visit Salehi's lawyer warned that his
health had significantly worsened and there was a
genuine threat to his life. Sharif called on the public
prosecutor to secure Salehi's release by the Iranian
New Year (20th March). He highlighted that all inde-
pendent doctor's reports have acknowledged Salehi's
declining physical condition demands immediate and
adequate attention and that he should not be held in
prison under his current state. However, the official
medical examiner Dr Baba-yee has turned a blind eye
to these reports and rejected all there conclusions.  

Appeal to UNHCHR

As a result of the authority's complacency and ill treat-
ment of Salehi, his wife Najibeh Salehzadeh made an
official appeal to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour on 7
February 2008.
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The bulk of the letter focused on the manner in which
official medical investigators have dealt with Salehi's
case and the lack of appeal process to their decision.
She stated that, "The official medical examiners are
employees of the state and a part of the judiciary and
security system of the government" and therefore have
"denied all other doctors recommendations and decid-
ed Salehi should remain in prison". Salehzadeh cites
how all her attempts to overturn the decision have
been in vein and ultimately reached a dead end. When
she bought the matter up at first instance with the chief
medical examiner, she was told to seek a solution in
the courts. 
She then approached the deputy prosecutor who
endorsed the examiners report and its conclusions
claiming that the independent opinion of the doctors at
Tohid Hospital was flawed. The deputy prosecutor
also attempted to prevent Salehzadeh from going to
the courts by suggesting there was little point in doing
so as in 28 years there has never been a case where a
complaint has been filed. Her final point of call at the
courts proved unsuccessful as they showed no concern
for her complaint.  

As this course of action had proved futile Salehzadeh
went back to the deputy prosecutor to ask for tempo-
rary leave according to his offices own regulations.
She was flatly denied on the grounds that Salehi was a
'security prisoner' and is thus not entitled to prison
leave. The term 'security prison' is a term commonly
used to describe political prisoners

Salehzadeh has asked the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour to
call for the immediate release of her husband or at the
very least pressure the Iranian authorities to allow a
specialist and ethical independent examination of
Salehi's health. She signed off the letter stating that in
all her endeavors to seek an appeal, "doctors are acting
as prison guards and prison guards as doctors" and that
the human rights of her husband, herself and her chil-
dren will not be realised unless there are more protests
to Salehi's treatment. 

Global Action Day

The ITUC and ITF are organising a global day of
action on 6 March, 2008 to express their support and
solidarity with Iranian workers. One of the key
demands being made is the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Salehi from prison. 

There is no doubt that international solidarity cam-
paigns such as this put immense pressure on the
Iranian authorities and make it more difficult to erode
the basic human rights of prisoners such as Salehi. The
more coverage the cases of Salehi and other political
prisoners receive the more likely it is that they will be
released from prison or at the very least be treated
humanely. It is for this reason Iranian Workers Bulletin
supports the Global Action Day.   

Andeesheh Nicko

Members 
of Mahmoud  Salehi's 

Defence Committee Arrested
During V isit to T ohid Hospit al

The Defense Committee for imprisoned transport
union representative Mahmoud Salehi have
reported that two of their members were arrested
on Monday 21st January whilst visiting him in
hospital Chiako Gharbehi and Mehrdad Amin
Vaziri went to Tohid hospital on a routine visit to
check on Salehi's health where they were then
arrested and taken into custody. Both were
charged with the apparent crimes of 'visiting and
taking pictures' of their imprisoned colleague
whilst at the hospital. The two committee mem-
bers were arrested on 21st January whilst visiting
him in hospital.
to have been singled out despite the fact that
numerous other friends and well-wishers had
made similar visits to Salehi's bedside that very
same day.Chiako Gharbehi and Mehrdad Amin
Vaziri were detained at Police Station 13 until
Tuesday 22nd January when they were then
transported to the branch 4 Court. Despite being
acquitted of all charges by presiding Judge
Kaaviani they were again detained by security
forces. After again being taken back to the police
station they were finally released later that day at
3:00 pm. 
They have both been warned that they will be
summoned again at a later date but for what
charges is as yet unclear.
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Continued from page one

Workers of state-owned Haft
Tapeh Sugar Cane Company
to form Independent Labour

Organisation

They have been protesting over general working
conditions and unpaid wages owed by Haft Tapeh
Sugar Cane Company. In 2007 alone workers
went on strike over ten times in response to
numerous 'empty promise from company officials
and were repeatedly subjected to violent repres-
sion by security forces.
The 5000 or so workers have had some success
through recent strike and protest actions and
have successfully achieved 'some' of their basic
demands but wages are still outstanding. 
They have now announced their intention to form
an independent labour organization as a rejection
to the proposed government-sponsored Islamic
Labour Council and Workers' House options.

Since announcing their intentions the workers
have been subjected to increasing levels of
repression, threats and persecution from govern-
ment authorities and the Intelligence Ministry;
despite pursuing their ends by lawful means. 
The Workers have contacted the Ministry of
Labour to register their labour organization but
were referred to the Labour Office in the city of
Shoush. 
On arrival there, they were subjected to harsh
treatment by office officials and Intelligence
Ministry agents and a number were threatened
with violence and harassed.
They have, however, vowed to continue their
struggle to achieve their rightful demands and
form their own independent labour organization. 
Plans are already underway to create a founding
committee and organise a general assembly of
workers.

The workers of Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company
are calling for all workers and labour organiza-
tions to support their struggle and condemn the
government forces' on-going methods of intimida-
tion and oppression.

Kwaan Keen

Ossanlou 
receives Treatment

The prominent trade union leader of the
Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus
Company (Sherkate Vahed), Mansour Ossanlou
received a second round of surgery on his left eye
in hospital on 24 January 2008. He was trans-
ferred from Evin after a doctor's request to
release him for 45 days for medical treatment
was rejected on 21 January 2008. A ludicrous bail
fee of 1 billion Toman was set by the sitting Judge
Mohamedi.  

In other related news, the New Internationalist
magazine awarded the human rights gold medal
to the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and
Suburbs Bus Company and its members. 
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10,040 Workers
Killed at Work

According to ISNA (Iranian Students News

Agency) reporting on 30 January 2008, Dr.

Mohammed Sadeq Babaei; an assistant working

in the Health department of the Social Security

Offices in Qazvin province said that during the

last year, more than 10,040 workers nationally

killed in the workplace as a result of work-related

accidents. 70% of which were caused, by a fail-

ure to abide by Health and Safety Regulations.

He added that annually, 270 million accidents

occur during the course of employment in the

whole world of which at least 160 million people

are seriously injured, the majority of who are

aged 24-35. Annually, 600 billion Rials is spent in

Iran on workers who are injured whilst at work.

The number of accidents in Iran during the year

2003 was 16,382; this figure had increased to

25,000 by 2006Dr Babaei added that according

to ILO (International Labour Agency) reports,

oneworker dies as a result of accidents in the

workplace every year. In Iran, 350 links to cancer

have been identified among those working in the

industries and factories.

Teachers News Update

General Secret ary of T eachers
Association has his appeal

turned down

According to the Iranian Teachers Association
reporting on 30 January 2008 Mr Ali-Reza
Hashemi the General Secretary of this organisa-
tion, had his appeal refused by Branch 36 of the
Appeal Court. He was condemned to a 3 year
sentence. Hashemi's solicitor Faredeh Qerat, has
said that she and her team will be trying their best
to rebut this sentence otherwise his sentence is
due to commence from 08 February 2008.

Ali-Reza Hashemi, was embroiled in the
Teacher's Protests of March 2007 in demand for
better conditions and pay. Deemed as a "threat to
national security", he was subsequently arrested
and on 14 March 2007 imprisoned to 19 days in
solitary confinement in division 209 of the notori-
ous Evin Prison". 

(See Issue 16, IWB). 
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Cold Shoulder 

On 31 January 2008, the 'Amozesh' News web-
site reported that the teachers of Azerbaijan
province (east) who work per an hourly rate and
teach in the province's villages were out of work
when Schools were closed for a week due to
extreme weather. At the end of the working month
of January, they were only paid the equivalent of
£65 (120,000 Tomans). Their normal monthly
earnings total £92 (170,000 Tomans) thus the
Education Ministryhad deducted £27(50,000
Tomans)  for the week they were forced out of
work.
It was further reported, that these teachers have
not been able to pay their rent and purchase nec-
essary medicines and remedies with this wage.

Intimidation of teachers 
continues

On 14 December, nine teachers were sentenced
to 91 days imprisonment by a criminal court of the
province of Hamadan in Iran. The nine teachers -
Ali Sadeghi, Yousef Zareie, Majid Fourouzanfar,
Jalal Naderi, Yousef Refahiyat, Hadi Gholami,
Nader Ghadimi, Ali Najafi, Mahmood Jalilian-
were charged of "disturbing social order, issuing
announcements and holding illegal gatherings". 

The teachers have been sentenced for their par-
ticipation in teacher union rallies calling for
improved living conditions for teachers and
respect of their right to form a labour association.
Some of these teachers have also received disci-
plinary sentences from the Administrative
Disciplinary Board. Yousef Zareie is displaced for
36 months to Ilam; Nader Ghadimi is displaced
for 60 months to Northern Khorasan; Hadi
Gholami is suspended for 12 months and Yousef
Refahiyat has had his pay cut two grades.

Since the new Iranian academic year has begun
on September 23, the intimidation has been
relentless on the teachers of Iran.
Throughout the year, teachers and academic
workers of Iran participated in a nationwide
protest movement to denounce the distressing
work conditions and livelihoods in education. The
government responded to these protests with
threats, beatings, arrests, dismissals, and sus-
pension of teachers. Information provided to EI
by the ITTA indicates that 286 security files have-
been opened on teachers who have been arrest-
ed in the context of the protests. Over 700 teach-
ers who have been identified in the protests have
had pay cuts, 86 teachers have been suspended
and 39 teachers have been banned from teach-
ing.
Security forces also seek to intimidate teachers
and union officials to prevent them from seeking
membership to Education International. The ITTA
representative who attended the EI World
Congress in July was arrested upon his arrival in
the Tehran airport and he has been abducted
twice since. His apartment was raided and all the
documents related to the application process to
EI were taken away.

Report by Education International 

3000 Workers S trike
over Due W ages & Bonuses

According to a news report provided by a
'Dastranj'(http://www.dastranj.ir/index.asp) corre-
spondence on 30 January 2008 the 3000 strong
work force of 'Alborz Tires' Factory have been on
a sit-down strike for over a week. The reason for
their 24 hour strike being that they have not
received four months worth of their wages and
bonuses. Fear of future job security drives their
ongoing protest.The correspondent added that 20
of the 'Alborz Tires' workers, staged a protest
above the    
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security department of the factory; holding ban-
ners and placards to the effect of, "The Labour
Movement is Ready for an Uprising!" and 
"Despite all this Injustice the Labour Movement is
ready for an Uprising!". Remaining workers lit
fires in bins to keep themselves warm in Iran's
current below minus temperatures. Meanwhile,
the building remains under siege by the police
and security forces. 

Fisherman 'Murdered' in
Bandar T orkaman

A fisherman was intentionally killed by securi-
ty personnel from the local fishing company,
claims the Teachers Association (TA).
According to the TA Hesamedin Qadevar was
killed after a speed boat crashed into his fish-
ing dingy on 21 January 2007 in Bandar
Torkaman. 

As news of the tragedy spread Hesamedin's
family accompanied with fellow fishermen
protested his death alleging he was mur-
dered. Hesamedin's eldest brother Haji
Aman, 23 (married) was arrested and taken
into detention. 
Ms Goozel the head teacher of the school
which Hesamedin's children attend com-
plained to the education ministry over his
death highlighting that many fishermen pro

vide the only source of income for their fami-
lies and are vital to their survival. Following
this complaint police stormed the school and
took Ms Goozel and three other students into
detention. 
The students were released shortly however
Ms Goozel remains in the custody of the
police.

Dismissed W orkers Protest
A correspondent from 'Dastranj' news
(http://www.dastranj.ir/index.asp) reporting on 30
January 08 has said that 100 dismissed workers from
the Brick Manufacturing  Company of the Golestan
province have gathered in protest before the 'Khaneh
Kargar' (Government run workers' organisation) of the
province.
They demanded that the government re-connect the
gas supply of this gas-run company in order that the
workers can return to work. It has been reported that
the gas supply to this province has been cut off for a
total of 2 months now; as a result the production of
tile, brick, ceramics and other factories specialising in
building materials has ceased. Dozens of workers
have lost their jobs. The dismissed workers have
since drawn up a petition whereby they have outlined
their financial and trade concerns which they have
given to the government. These workers have all
spent over 10 years of their working lives at these fac-
tories. 

Hard Times
According to 'Dastranj' News on 31 January
2008, the workers of the 'Heavy Metal Industry'
factory have been denied 3 months worth of their
wages from 2006, in addition to the failed pay-
ment of their December '07-January '08 wages. 

These workers, with their families in tow, took to
the streets and assembled before the offices of
the Executive Director of Tehran province in
protest. They spent 4 days on strike last week
due to the economic hardship they have been
forced to endure; their worries include work and
financial security. 
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For further information please visit:

http://www.itfglobal.org/campaigns/osanloo-

action.cfm 

Support the LabourS tart online petition:

http://www.labourstart.org/cgi-bin/solidarityforev-

er/show_campaign.cgi?c=339

ITF Press Release:

7 February 2008. Advance notice for event next
month

World rail day will also back Osanloo

The ITF, which has led campaigning for Iranian
trade unionist Mansour Osanloo, will dedicate its
worldwide railway action day on 6 March 2008 to
campaigning for his release from imprisonment.
The action day traditionally gives workers the
chance to promote rail as a safe and environ-
mentally positive way of traveling, and this year
will also allow them to show their support for
Osanloo, whose release will also be demanded
by Amnesty International, the ITUC (International
Trade Union Confederation) and affiliated trade
unions.

Global AGlobal Action Daction Day y 
6 Mar6 Marcch 2008h 2008

The ITUC and the ITF are organising a glob-
al action day on 6 March 2008 to express
their solidarity with Iranian workers. They
have demanded the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Mansour Osanloo and
Mahmoud Salehi who have both recently suf-
fered a decline in their physical being.   

They have also demand that fundamental
workers' rights be respected in Iran, in accor-
dance with the ILO core conventions. The
imprisonment of Osanloo and Salehi are not
isolated cases in Iran. Nine education work-
ers were sentenced to 91 days in prison
recently. The Iranian authorities claim they
are "threats to the national security" although
in reality, it is genuine trade union activities
they want to crush.

Oppression of the independent workers'
movement in Iran is escalating. That is why
the global unions, together with human rights
activists, wish to send a strong message to
the Iranian government. 6 March falls two
weeks prior to the Iranian New Year and the
parliamentary elections.
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Mac Urata, Secretary of the ITF's Inland
Transport Section explained: "The Safety First rail
action day takes place in over 60 countries and
gives hundreds of thousands of rail workers
worldwide a chance to mobilise in favour of
affordable and sustainable transport. it will also
give us a forum to once again support Mansour,
who even as we speak is being held in Evin
Prison in deteriorating health."
of Mansour, his colleagues and fellow trade
unionist Mahmoud Salehi, we are again being
joined by the ITUC and Amnesty International."

"Our recent ITF Urban Transport Committee
meeting has firmly backed our campaign to keep
Mansour Osanloo's plight in the public eye, and
we  - the ITF, its regions, its different transport
sections, its affiliates plus our colleagues in the
international union and human rights movements
will be doing just that worldwide on March 6th."

"I'm delighted that in protesting the mistreatment 
Mansour Osanloo, 47, is the President of the
Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus
Company (Sherkat-e Vahed) trade union, which
has been repeatedly targeted by the Iranian.

authorities. He has been repeatedly beaten and
brutalised and is now being held in Tehran's Evin
prison. See www.freeosanloo.org for further infor-
mation. A short film on the Osanloo case can be
seen at www.itfglobal.org/campaigns/osanloo-
film.cfm 

The International Transport Workers' Federation

(ITF) is a global federation representing nearly

five million transport workers worldwide. Unions -

currently around 700 from 150 countries - affiliate

to the ITF, which is able to carry their interests

into the global arena. Its website is at www.itf-

global.org

For more information contact ITF press officer,

Sam Dawson, direct line: + 44 (0)20 7940 9260.

E-mail: dawson_sam@itf.org.uk

INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT WORKERS'

FEDERATION - ITF: HEAD OFFICE, ITF House,

49 - 60 Borough Road, London SE1 1DR,Tel: +

44 (0) 20 7403 2733, Fax: + 44 (0) 20 7357 7871,

Email: mail@itf.org.uk Web-page: www.itfglob-

al.org

No War or Sanctions, No to the Iranian Regime
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